
Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF) 

 

CECAF is the FAO regional fishery body for the Eastern Central Atlantic.  The purpose of the Committee is to 

promote the sustainable utilization of the living marine resources within its area of competence by the proper 

management and development of the fisheries and fishing operations. 

 

To this end, the Committee has the following functions and responsibilities:  

 

 to keep under review the state of the resources within its area of competence and of the industries based on 

them;  

 to promote, encourage and coordinate research in the area related to the living resources thereof and to 

draw up programs required for this purpose and to organize such research as may appear necessary;  

 to promote the collection, interchange, dissemination and analysis or study of statistical, biological, 

environmental and socio-economic data and other marine fishery information;  

 to establish the scientific basis for regulatory measures leading to the conservation and management of 

marine fishery resources, to formulate such measures through subsidiary bodies, as required, to make 

appropriate recommendations for the adoption and implementation of these measures and to provide advice 

for the adoption of regulatory measures by Member Governments, subregional or regional organizations, as 

appropriate;  

 to provide advice on monitoring control and surveillance, especially as regards issues of a subregional and 

regional nature;  

 to encourage, recommend and coordinate training in the priority areas of the Committee;  

 to promote and encourage the utilization of the most appropriate fishing craft, gear and techniques;  

 to promote liaison among and with competent institutions within the sea area served by the Committee and 

to propose and keep under review working arrangements with other international organizations which have 

related objectives within that area. 

 

The Committee has no regulatory powers, and recommendations are not binding on Committee members.  It 

operates through a Main Committee and a Scientific Subcommittee, the latter of which provides scientific advice.  

 

The CECAF Members are Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of 

the Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, European Community, France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, 

Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Mauritania, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Poland, 

Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Togo, and the United States. 

 

Secretariat: 

 

FAO Regional Office for Africa 

P.O. Box 1628 

Accra, Ghana 

Telephone: +233 21 675 000/675051-060/701 0930 

Fax:  +233 21 668 427/701 0943 

Web address: http://www.fao.org/fi/  

 

NOAA Fisheries Contact: 
  

Mark Wildman (Acting Division Chief) 

Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Telephone: 301-427-8380 

mark.wildman@noaa.gov 

 

http://www.fao.org/fi/

